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A first stop for black films

Blac Docs, a D.C. nonprofit, provides venues for works with serious subjects

BY LIS TROSHINSKY

GHETTO MESS
e o bt on e
BET network this sum
met bt s path to
onal exposire sartd
i lesserknonn ven

m sl e of s

Sometimes overiooked by main

o HotGheto e e m

Donaldion, the experience was &

a0 »zw-uc > dence eac
ow controversal

‘e ponan, whos e
) wne a il i he Holy
\mm«m.. Festival n 2005
Dot e e
We Gt 1o Do Beter et promor
s it e proteied he
Conient of the show — hada e
Cestl i wek rum tis sumer
But it wasthegras oot effrts

 organiation began, founder

eyl st

m ks o ool
« " ontinues oy

" G know Mmmm\l wies

would be that bigof 3 i

ey e el erions

and based on naprow soects.

Seuings s Bt we had to
oy 0 pole o he ot

ymnmg " Washiglon' and

markE

Senmings credits his projec’s

populaity 03 dironeed o givea

Yol to lms related to urban

i B e
TR e
L
iy e
Tl
mm.‘mmm
o o ennings s

BN ONLINE Toseean

Singer

“Finlly Sayin'

COREY
JENNINGS
PLANS TO
BRING THE
URBAN FILM
SERIES TO
BALTIMORE.

The Hack Dos i seis i

o e i o onis
Fim & Diusson Serie, which
e s e dot i
theseries al

NGAF expanded is im claed
pursuts beyon the Black History
o pogem D o e

ruhelming poslive respons
S ecause o the sbundance o

M St ke shout the iffrence between wrifng music and s 10 gt e comc
‘writing postry inFinally Sayin Wht | Really Mean.”
s am " mw«,.w.w whichcharges
sch i sho

the seris an the Generation Avareness Fousda wing Yo
v.v)smxmmm\vsm /ov Tis i on e, whieh s Afican Selves some of its Tunding
1y nonprofit chariy the Next  American communiies. Uhrovgh corporate and publc

Wht Realy Mean,

SUNDAY 10.07.2007 131

s
Sennings plans to bring the Ur
i fres o Bimor
o hopes o pro-
e 3 il s o Yo
aduls
Black Docs aired ot Ghetto
Mes, the contmoversal commical
comimeniary an urban blck .
after i1 was turned down by
Some fim estivale.

Black History Month Prog

e o or ety o

“The flm focuses on HIV in the
black community and has been
picked up by the Hollywood
Fim Festival.

Bk Do which il sow

wiliams, L Facavey. 01
St i L s Do

oo inerviwed musicins
and pocts on how they define
“good music” and how the music
ndusty represents hiphop and
raparits

“When rap artists gel inter-
viewed on MTV, they are not
k) about theis creativiy and
e e ey i et o o
pres i ey e s
Fm s 2 v Do thern o Glk
Dot vk el s e 1o

them, she says
Touds says she hopes that her
T crening by e o v
oneeviion.

e need g nm b o

peopie.
e e
um.«mnummum i

O con muniy, need 0
fal sub
Jects and hear iferent perspec

unisun@batuncom



Flicks in the City: Urban Film Series 
Washington Post’s Read Express, Darona Williams, February 8, 2007 (also, Top Weekend Section Feature)

[image: image2.png]Click here to read an interview with featured Urban Film Series filmmaker Hotep, a.k.a. Hustle Simmons.
HOW DOES ONE STIMULATE one's intellectual palate when the late-night dorm-room conversations cease and the scruffy coffeehouse where you once held heated debates becomes a keyboard with a visible history of your lunch preferences? 

While most of us long ago muffled our activist urges, Corey Jennings founded the Next Generation Awareness Foundation (NGAF).  "I took an assessment of what was going on," said Jennings, "and [found] that once everyone left college everything seemed to have stopped. We stopped bringing in people to talk to us and films to watch so we could continue to intellectualize and talk."

In the interest of rekindling old flames and sparking a few new ones, the NGAF rolls out the red carpet for the 2007 Urban Film Series Tour and Fourth Annual Film and Discussion Series this weekend.  For Jennings, creating a climate ripe for the sharing of ideas was crucial.  "It's critical to people being able to come together and feel comfortable and having a way of simply associating with each other, especially in a transient area," he said.

Other than film screenings and discussion panels, the celebrity-filled affair boasts live music, poetry and appearances by such notables as filmmaker Melvin Van Peebles, actress Yvette Freeman, actor Joseph Marcell, musician Roy Ayers and Washington Wizards player and poet Etan Thomas. Van Peebles, Freeman and Ayers will receive the NGAF's first Spiritual Legacy Award.
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Of the award, black film pioneer Van Peebles said: "When I started out, we African-Americans were marginalized in an interesting way: Our images were how other people looked at us. We didn't get a chance to say what we thought our universe was. This is what I dreamed of, that we would have a chance to control to an extent our own images. So I'm very pleased, I'm very proud and I'm very happy."

Anchored by the theme "We Remember," this year's film selections and discussion panels highlight the transformation of African-American society and individuals. By urging one to "remember" the foundation of the African-American community” which is "struggle and progress," according to Jennings “the series aims to empower.” 

So some films - including "How to Eat Your Watermelon in White Company (And Like It)," about Van Peebles, and "The Edification of Weldon Irvine," chronicling the life of the late musician-composer” glance back.

Other films, such as Atlanta native Hotep's "Independent, Doin' Major Things," provide a glimpse of the African-American future via the current creative boom in his hometown. According to Hotep, a.k.a. Hustle Simmons, "equally as important as knowing who you are is believing that who you are is valuable."

» Various sites, tickets range from $10-$55; one-day, four-day and all-festival passes available; see urbanfilmseries.com for complete schedule. Photos courtesy Urban Film Series
Can't Miss

Washington Post, Sunday Source, Sunday, February 4, 2007; Page M07 (Note: The number 1 represents top pick.)
1. Black History Month Film and Discussion Series

[movie] The Next Generation Awareness Foundation's 2007 Urban Film Series Tour begins with a five-day festival in the District that features appearances by filmmaker Melvin Van Peebles, actress Yvette Freeman, jazz musician Roy Ayers, actor Joseph Marcell and Washington Wizard and poet Etan Thomas. The films include "The Edification of Weldon Irvine," "Finally Sayin' What I Really Mean . . . " and "The Tenants." The films, along with music, poetry and stage events, will be at Landmark's E Street Cinema, Regal Gallery Place Stadium 14, Bohemian Caverns and Arena Stage. A schedule of events and prices can be found at http://www.urbanfilmseries.com.  

Opens Wednesday. Through Feb. 11. $10-$135. 202-409-7240.

Multi-culti 

The Washington Times, August 9, 2007 

The theme of the Next Generation Awareness Foundation's Urban Film Series, screening tonight, might well be dialogue through documentary. The two offerings are "Black Indians: An American Story" and "Our Pride: The Spirits of Black Japanese in Georgia," which illuminate and hopefully will spur conversation about unique cultural intersections. Films run from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Landmark E Street Cinema (555 11th St. NW).
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Films for the Community

Style Weekly : Richmond's alternative for news, arts, culture and opinion, February 16, 2005

The Byrd Theatre and Next Generation Awareness Foundation talk about film. 

The Next Generation Awareness Foundation, out of Northern Virginia, and Richmond’s South of the James Jaycees plan to show us some movies that we’ll talk about. The foundation launches the National Black History Month Film and Discussion Series in Richmond at the Byrd Theatre Feb. 19, 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m., before moving on to Baltimore, Washington, D.C., and Atlanta. The host for the day of film is NAACP Image Award-winner Vanessa Williams (not Vanessa L. Williams, the former Miss America), who made a name for herself in the Showtime series “Soul Food” and a short stint on “Melrose Place.” Williams (back) stars in “Allergic to Nuts,” showing in the first program of the day. Series founder Corey Jennings designed the festival to expose metropolitan communities to “African-American heroes, filmmakers, celebrities and artists.” To that end, the Byrd will run a dozen short films throughout the day, bookended by a talk from Williams in the morning and a poetry exhibition in the afternoon. Tickets are $10-$15 per session or $25 for the day. For more information, call 640-7378 or visit www.ngaf.org. — Brandon Reynolds 
	Metro Herald, February 3, 2006 

NEXT GENERATION AWARENESS FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES

3RD ANNUAL NATIONAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH

FILM & DISCUSSION SERIES TOUR
Next Generation Awareness Foundation, Inc. (501(c)(3)) (NGAF) announces that it has selected Washington, DC (Feb. 11th), Newark, New Jersey (Feb. 25th) and Clarksville, Tennessee (Feb. 26th), as locations for its much-anticipated 3rd Annual National Black History Month Film & Discussion Series, often marketed as the Urban Film Series. The Series brings the motion picture industry, celebrities, and American heroes face-to-face with many underserved communities. “This year’s events have two goals: to pay tribute to the mothers of the civil and human rights movements and to utilize film as a resource for spreading awareness of urban problems and solutions in the U.S. and Africa,” says Corey Jennings, founder and Executive Director. The month-long fundraising event is part of NGAF’s Coordinated Awareness Believing In Achievement Through Skills Development and Uplift philosophy (the “Can-I-Ask-U” program). • Washington, DC—“Heart of A People” Series—February 11th, 11am–9pm at Cramton Auditorium, Howard University • Newark, New Jersey—“Picking Up The Pieces” Series—February 25th, 12pm–8pm at Essex County Community College • Clarksville, Tennessee—“Reaching Back” Series—February 26th, 1pm–6pm at Customs House Museum & Cultural Center. 
	TICKETING Tennessee: No Charge, Compliments of the Tennessee Arts Commission, Mount Olive Cemetery Historical Preservation Society and Austin Peay State University District of Columbia and New Jersey: Students: $5/session or $10/all-day pass; Adults: $10 per session or $20 all-day pass Visit www.UrbanFilmSeries.com or www.InsiderEntertainment.com for tickets, schedule details and special announcements. 

ABOUT THE SERIES NGAF has been fortunate to have participation from some of America’s most meaningful actors, actresses, filmmakers and legends, including Vanessa Williams, Mark Brown, Yvette Freeman, Andrea Kalin, Russell Williams, Ed Shockley, Tim Greene, members of the cast of HBO’s The Wire, Negro League Baseball Players, Association of African-American Vintners, Tuskegee Airmen, Great Blacks on Wax Museum, American Civil War Memorial Museum, Buffalo Soldiers and many others. NGAF continues to produce the Series for underserved communities that can benefit most from the program. In 2004, the Series focused on legacies and legends and was produced weekly throughout February in Washington DC. In 2005, the first significant expansion year, the Series expanded to Richmond, Virginia and Baltimore, Maryland and focused on modern films and personalities. NGAF included an Authors Row, Vendors Row and Poetry Expo. The 2006 Series will emphasize meaningful presentations and discussions about modern urban problems and solutions in the U.S. and Africa. The inclusion of Africa represents the many quality submissions that demonstrate that exposure to the black experience in Africa, America and other countries could benefit the general public in attendance. Viewers can expect the same high-powered, high-quality discussions and participants that they have now grown accustomed to with the Series. Hear firsthand from witnesses to tragedies and triumphs. Listen to the families that sacrificed as well as the filmmakers with cast and crew to discuss their experiences, their work and the motion picture industry. 
	KEY FILMS FOR 2006 The 2006 Series will take on old and new tragedies in a way never-be-fore dealt with in a single setting. In one day, witness such films as The Un-told Story of Emmett Louis Till (2005), The Adventures of Super N****r (2004), Golddigger Killer (2005), and Driving While Black (2004), which use the power of cinematography to deal with some of the harshest realities and tragedies of many American communities. The series will pay tribute to golden legacies that are often overlooked or little-known. Say Amen Somebody (1983) is a sparkling tribute to gospel music pioneers Thomas Dorsey and Willie Mae Ford Smith. Standing On My Sisters’ Shoulders (2002) is a remarkable award-winning civil rights documentary detailing the critical role played by women, both African-American and Caucasian, in the civil rights movement. The Last Colored Caddy (2005) examines the impact and legacy of and challenges faced by African-American golf caddies. The DC Series, named Heart of A People, will have a special treat. Not only will Howard University, a leading historically black college and university (“HBCU”), play host, but neigh-boring, Bowie State University, also a HBCU, will send its choir to open up the program with the “Spiritual Legacy Session”, compliments of Howard University graduate and legendary gospel historian Joan Hillsman. Additionally, viewers can expect to hear from Reverend Wheeler Parker, cousin of Emmett Till and witness to the tragedy. They can also expect lively discussion from various filmmakers, cast and crew members of several films. Antoine Fuqua sends his team to DC for a discussion of their documentary Bastards of The Party. Filmmaker Jeffrey Carroll (Holla If I Kill You) and his team will discuss their new award-winning hip-hop horror, Golddigger Killer, which takes on the world of players, golddiggers and those who love to hate them. Visit us at www.UrbanFilmSeries. com for this year’s complete February schedule and to purchase tickets for you and your family.
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